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AUSTRALIA. 


ADELAIDE. 

By  Consul  W.  A.  Bickers. 

Under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  consulate  at  Adelaide  are  included 
South  Australia,  with  an  area  of  380,070  square  miles  and  with  an 
estimated  population  of  about  440,000;  West  Australia,  with  an  area 
of  975.920  square  miles  and  an  estimated  population  of  308.500;  and 
the  Broken  Hill  district  of  New  South  Wales,  with  a  population  of 
about  -10.000.  The  principal  industry  of  the  last-named  place  is  min- 
ing, as  the  Barrier  Reef  at  Broken  Hill  is  one  of  the  richest  silver- 
lead  deposits  in  the  world.  The  statistics  of  this  district  are  included 
in  those  of  New  South  "Wales,  but  practically  all  the  trade,  both  for- 
eign and  domestic,  is  transacted  through  South  Australia,  and  the 
imports  and  exports  are  cleared  at  South  Australian  ports.  As  the 
trade  is  included  almost  entirely  in  the  figures  given  for  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  only  mining  is  of  importance,  no  separate  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  district  except  in  connection  with  that  industry. 
Imports  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  imports  into  South  Australia 
bv  countries  for  the  calendar  year  1913  and  the  fiscal  years  1915-16 
and  1916-17: 


Countries. 


1913 


1915-10 


1916-17 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Ceylon 

India 

New  Zealand 

t'nion  of  South  Africa 

Other  possessions 

Eelgiiun 

EasT  indie; 

France 

Germany 

Italy... 

Japan 

N  et  herlands 

Norway 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  states 

All  other  countries 

Total 


519, 
1, 

1, 
2, 


•Vil  Ml,  995, 185 
592,  75 1 
423,828 
,375,045 
331,778 
180,859 

i 

-  358 
361,552 
815,290 
212,913 
379,212 
200,471 
"• 

989,901 


514,512,901 

■ 
402. 956 
3,007.998 
213.257 
247,393 
447,608 

'    r 

450.419 
B,531 
272  772 
1.  164]  62 
122,  743 
495. 970 
340.  044 
392;  376 

348,961 


35, 7C0, 697 


29,77  ,247 


The  bulk  frf  the  imports  credited  to  other  British  possessions 
consists  of  guano  from  Ocean  Island.  No  foreign  country  with  the 
exception  of  Austria  and  China  ships  any  material  amount  of  goods 
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to  South    Australia   l>ut    those  listed,  although   some  imports  come 
from  practically  every  country  on  earth, 

Decrease  in  Quantity  and  Value  of  Imports. 

Statistics  of  tin*  value  of  imports  into  the  respective  States  are 
not,  available  for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1918,  but  the  lack  of  ship- 
ping has  been  severely  felt.  There  has  been  a  reduction  of  About 
20  per  cent  in  the  value  of  goods  imported  into  the  whole  of  Aus- 
tralia, in  comparison  with  the  yea?  ending  June  :i".  1917,  and  nearly 
25  per  cent  in  comparison  with  the  year  L913,  when  the  prices  of 
practically  all  imported  goods  were  far  below  their  present  level. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  for  statistical  and  fiscal  uses,  10  per  cent 
is  added  to  the  invoice  value  of  imported  goods  to  cover  the  cost 
of  freight,  an  amount  which  was  inaccurate  in  normal  times  hut 
which  at  present  is  far  below  the  real  cost.  The  value  of  goods 
imported  into  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  was  $384,101,686  in 
1918,  and  $370,966,806  in  1916-17,  while  it  was  onlv  $294,076,818  in 
1917-18. 

The  great  reduction  in  imports  that  these  values  indicate  has 
not  been  made  up  by  the  increased  production  of  local  goods,  but 
much  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  construction  work  of  all 
kinds  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  by  the  fact  that  about 
200,000  Australians  are  in  the  armies  in  foreign  countries.  As  the 
people,  however,  do  not  curtail  consumption  as  long  as  supplies  are 
available,  the  stocks  of  most  imported  goods  are  much  below  nor- 
mal and  in  some  lines  they  are  exhausted.  In  this  matter  the  con- 
dition in  South  Australia  is  very  similar  to  conditions  throughout 
the  Commonwealth. 
Value  of  Australian  Purchases. 

The  value  of  imports  by  articles  into  the  whole  of  Australia  for 
1916-17  and  1917-18  is  given  below : 


Articles. 


Ale  and  beer 

A  pparel  and  soft  goods . 

Boots  and  shoes 

Cement,  Portland 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Ckrffee  and  chicory 

Cordage  and  twines 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthenware 

Fish 

Fruit,  dried 

Furniture 

Olassand  glassware 

Ilatsand  caps 

Implements  and  machinery 

Iiidia-rulilicr  goods '. 

Iron  and  steel 

Galvanized  and  plate  iron. 

Jute  goods 

Leather 

Machines  and  p)ai  hinery. . 
Matches  and  vestas 


1916-17 


$864,563 

100, 052, 857 

2,185,774 

131.551 

2,738,983 

' 5Srt, 320 

4,787,849 

7,771,392 

1,840,642 

4,110,290 

133,128 

201,873 

2,926,290 

1,552,851 

.-  .       209 

5,271.921 

7,928,662 

3,505,802 

13,522,631 

2,889,076 

15,814,300 

874,447 


1917-18 


$2S5, 109 

86, 045, 355 

1,161,955 

10,711 

1,140,138 

394, 13S 

4,568,733 

7,967,993 

1,448,869 

4,155,626 

224,545 

148,253 

2. 133,114 

1 . 242, 71 1 

'  I 

3,203,846 
2  879,596 
15,225,892 

I 


Articles. 


Meats,  preserved  tinned... 

Metals,  manufactured 

Milk,  preserved 

Kerosene 

Paints,  colors,  etc 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Railway  material 

Rice 

Whisky 

Spirits,  n.  e.  s 

Sugar 

Tea 

Timber 

Tin  plate 

Tobacco and  manufactures. 

Tools 

All  other  articles 

Total 


L916  '7 


*2ir,,ru:; 

15,460,671 

242. 147 

2,960,910 

3.326,9*4 

8,454,253 

7.  122,  91] 

356,808 
1,124,171 
5,883,000 
2,544,496 
7,860,570 
8, 502, 490 
7.2U,  HI.". 
6,  US,  917 


i70,| 


1917-1* 


$260, 572 

11,492,200 

52.  490 

2.  156,672 

2,346,832 

5, 168,272 
4,4^0,546 
43,930 
1,887,384 
5,059,238 
1,509,338 
1,387,680 
7,549,689 
6,874,827 
3,881,293 
2,044,626 
1,590,280 
82, 293, 521 


294,076,81s 


Shortage  in  Many  Lines. 

With  the  decrease  of  21  per  cent  in  the  value  of  imports  in  1917-18 
in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  and  naturally  a  |ar  greater  de- 
crease in  quantities,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  is  a  shortage  of 
many  kinds  of  goods  in  this  country.  Stocks  of  the  following  article^ 
are  very  low  and  in  many  cases  practically  exhausted:  Tin  plate,  gal- 
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vanized  iron,  wire  and  wire  ropes,  iron  and  steel  plates,  sheets  and 
bars,  gas  tubes,  steel  girders  and  joists,  tram  rails,  copper  cable  and 
wire,  gas  fittings,  all  kinds  of  electrical  goods,  copper  and  brass  man- 
ufactures, cutlery,  electroplated  ware,  aluminum  and  enameled  ware, 
hollow  ware  in  general,  lamp  ware,  chinaware,  glass  and  glassware, 
sporting  goods,  fancy  goods,  machinery  in  general,  implements, 
material  for  railroad  rolling  stock,  tools  of  trade,  builders'  hardware, 
gasoline  engines,  office  appliances,  paints,  shellac,  putty,  sulphur, 
calcium  of  carbide,  mineral-oil  products,  perfumes,  drugs  and  chemi- 
cals, medicines,  alcoholic  beverages,  matches,  composition  roofing, 
canned  fish,  jute  goods,  twines,  calicos,  ducks,  drills,  canvas,  apparel, 
various  piece  goods,  motor  vehicles,  motor  and  cycle  parts,  paper, 
stationery,  wall  paper,  timber,  and  many  minor  articles. 
Imports  into  South  Australia. 

The  enumeration  of  the  above  articles  in  which  there  is  a  shortage 
at  present  does  not  preclude  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  other 
goods.  The  best  index  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  market  is  given 
in  the  figures  of  the  value  of  imports  into  South  Australia  in  1913, 
1915-1G,  and  1910-17: 


Articles. 


Acids  and  alkalies.  .. 

Ale,  spirits,  etc 

Apparel  and  attire. . 
Arms  and  ammuni- 
tion  

Bags  and  sacks 

Boxes,  baskets,  etc.. 

Belting 

Confectionery,  etc... 
Carpets,  bags,  etc. . . 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Brush  ware 

Buttons  andbuckles 
Carbide  of  calcium. . 

Canvas 

Cement,  etc 

Cliinaware,  etc 

Clocks,  watches,  etc. 

Cocoa,  etc 

Coffee,  tea,  etc 

Cordage  and  twines. 
Cozies,  curtains,  etc. 

Cutlery 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc. 

Earthenware,  etc 

Electrical  supplies. . 

Fancy  goods,  etc 

Trimmings,  etc 

Fiber,  etc ._.. 

Fireclay 

Fish 

Fruits 

Furniture 

Gelatin  and  glue 

Oloves 

Olass  and  glassware. 

Grain  and  pulse 

Gums 

Ilats  and  caps 

Hessians,  etc 


1913 


8127.371 

t7:-i,  371 

1,553,397 

501,678 
1,264,497 
115,394 
183,087 
196,597 
52(1,404 
247,033 
299,489 
71,124 


122,626 

99. 004 
214,374 
80,161 

S3. 104 
231,838 
022.430 

25  4 ,281 
119,341 

2(12.031 

125,458 

356,520 

162,463 

207.527 

161.967 

47.003 

342/203 

64,391 

134,533 

19, 101 

87,797 

284, 199 

42.27.", 

54, 899 

182, 104 

224, 501 


1916-17 


1135,478 

331. 57 J 
1,130,532 

368, 700 

1,301.73.) 

54.1SS 

41.088 

102. OSS 
340, 037 
208,087 
162,454 
49,570 
41,710 
84,030 
90.10S 
117.  8)8 
47,883 
60,661 
193,648 
745,918 
315.73) 
146.02) 
88. 045 
246,337 
70,533 
174,318 
100,033 

187. SIS 
5,952 

314,984 
58,539 
20,284 
21,685 
44, 032 

171,734 

538, 537 
52, 247 
S4.190 

24S,  883 


8218.545 

441,289 

1,371,881 

271,716 

2,334,183 

67  094 

120,237 

105.031 

488,451 

211.(175 

174.128 

54,690 

46,066 

18,361 

101.491 

17,883 

7s  M0 

24  1.711 

726,578 

460.813 

187,0  11 

111,146 

222.413 

94,055 

211,234 

94.225 

173,048 

139,727 

8,027 

282, 04S 

21.510 

19,320 

18,989 

62, 033 

185,861 

28,805 

43, 273 

60,607 

294, 905 


Articles. 


Hops 

Instruments 

Iron  and  steel 

Jewelry 

Lamps,  etc 

Leather,  etc 

Machinery,  etc 

Matches 

Manures 

Meats 

Me  Urines 

Metals,  etc 

Mustard 

Nuts 

Oilman's  stores 

Oils  in  bulk 

Paints,  etc 

Paper,  etc 

Perfumery 

Photographic  goods. 

Pickles,  etc 

Piece  goods 

Pitch,  turpentine,  etc 

Rails, etc 

Rubber  and  manu- 
factures  

Seeds 

Smokers'  pipes 

S  up 

Spi:es 

Sugar 

Sulphur 

Timber 

Tin  plate 

Tobacco 

Tools  of  trade 

Vehicles 

Vessels 

Woo  lenware,  etc 

Yarn 


1913 


131,513 
285,318 
, 653, 892 
101, 909 

93,495 
123, 862 
,  33.5, 930 

76, 657 
750, 108 

42, 610 

107, 033 

,5-47,403 

20,9.10 

32,542 
105,204 
932,451 
370,000 
957,314 

41,584 

33,826 

40.003 

,063,033 

94,201 

997, 457 

276.213 

47.311 

71.  sis 

28, 683 

50,558 

869,001 

217,302 

,259,700 

207,989 

159, 738 

201. 80s 

..501,090 

,861,646 

90,327 

40, 844 


1915-16 


814,531 

125,677 

2,008,984 

44,533 
53,327 

48, 178 

1,170.797 

112,348 

531,363 

65,985 

87,222 

1,522,781 

33,662 

35,243 

8.5, 976 

1,082,373 

20;),  927 

751,792 

54,8.84 

21,928 

29,306 

3,329,528 

58. 792 

117,487 

300.  ,847 
42.961 
37,253 
41,156 
54,490 
279,  188 
347,308 

:::,,  558 

260, 207 
66,  '12 
173,347 
1.270,307 
161,485 
68, 547 
161,485 


1916-17 


85,995 
161,359 

1,045,658 
48,  792 
97,135 
71,937 

1,536,304 

01.-77 

4S3, 594 

43,375 

88,033 

1,251,377 
17,695 
34,82.5 
62,019 

1,522,319 
273.53  3 

1,393,795 
60, 598 
24,357 
24,527 

4, 096, 707 
36,178 
31, 803 

286, 413 

22,931 

57, 722 

33, 700 

44,524 

923,156 

767,398 

669,114 

253,457 

56,237 

206,938 

1,248,598 

2,045,789 

56, 369 

216,714 


Imports  from  Respective  Countries. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplies  about  one-half  of  the  imports  into 
South  Australia  and  the  greatest  variety  of  goods,  especially  manu- 
factured products  such  as  textiles,  apparel,  drugs  and  chemicals,  iron 
and  steel  manufactures,  electrical  machinery  and  supplies,  railway 
equipment,  and  manufactures  of  metals.    This  large  trade  with  tha 
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United  Kingdom  is  largely  because  that  country  enjoys  a  preferen- 
tial tariff  of  5  to  1 1  per  rent  more  of  the  invoice  value  of  the  goods 
rhan  <l<>  other  countries. 

The  principal  imports  from  Canada  are  agricultural  machinery, 
motor  vehicles  and  parts,  and  paper,  besides  smaller  quantities  of 
electrical  goods  and  iron  and  steel  products.  India.  Ceylon,  and  the 
East  Indies  supply  jute  goods,  tea.  spices,  mineral  oils,  and  other 
foca]  products;  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  explosives  and 
brandy. 

Japan  deserves  closer  attention  on  the  part  of  those  interested  in 
Australian  trade,  as  its  exports  to  this  country  are  increasing  very 
rapidly,  and.  moreover,  consist  almost  entirely  of  manufactured 
goods.  The  leading  articles  with  approximate  values  in  191G-17 
were  apparel  and  attire.  $110,000;  bags  and  purse-,  $13,006;  carpets, 
$16,000:  chinaware,  etc..  $15,000;  covers,  quilts,  etc.,  $19,000;  fancy 
goods,  sl:'..(M)(>:  glass  and  glassware,  $82,000;  lamp-  and  lamp  ware. 
$12,000;  electrical  appliances,  $8,000;  matches  and  restas,  ss,000; 
antimony,  $40,000;  manufacturing  of  metals,  $1&,000;  paper,  $13,000; 
piece  goods,  $130,000;  sulphur,  $100,000;  and  tea.  $9,000;  These  ex- 
ports are  mostly  in  lines  which  Germany  formerly  sold  here  or  in 
those  in  which  British  goods  predominate.  So  far.  Japanese  compe- 
tition with  typical  American  lines  has  not  been  strong,  hut  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  Japan  is  young  in  trade  and  industry  and  is  con- 
stantly making  improvements  in  its  goods  and  in  business  methods. 
Leading  Purchases  from  the  United  States. 

During  the  year  l!>lo-17  there  was  no  outstanding  feature  in  the 
import  trade  of  South  Australia  with  the  United  States.  A-  the 
value  varied  little  from  that  of  former  years  or  even  from  that  of  the 
pre-war  year  L91S,  it  is  evident  that  in  quantity  there  has  been  a  ma- 
terial loss,  though  even  then  the  position  of  the  United  States  com- 
pares very  favorably  with  that  of  other  countries.  It  musi  be  remem- 
bered also  that  large  quantites  of  grain  and  foodstuffs  were  imported 
i'rom  the  United  States  in  1915-16-,  but  that  in  1916-17  tin-  importa- 
tion of  such  foodstuffs  was  not  necessary. 

The  leading  imports,  with  their  approximate  values,  from  the 
United  States  in  1010-17  were: 


Articles. 


Li  id 

Automobiles  and  parts. 

liars,  rods,  etc 

Benzine,  etc 

Boll  ,  nuts,  etc 

r,n,i  j  and  shoes 

I '.rush  ware 

Cartridges 

i  atretic  soda 

clocks 

Confectionery 

I  orsels 

Cutlery 

Drugs,  n.  e.  s 

I*:  led  rical  appliances 

n.  e.  a 

Electrical  dynamos  j  . . . 

Engines 

fancy  goods 

Fish,  preserved 

Girders,  beams,  etc 



Handles  for  loo!': 


Value. 


SIS, 000 
646,000 

200,000 

•1-MUHKI 

12,000 
23,  COO 
If.,  000 
27,000 
27,000 

15,  COO 
10,000 

[3,000 
21,500 

16,  COO 

68,CC0 

21  .  go 

71, IKK) 
I'M  Q0 

6   '.!>.'!   I 

tfi  i  n 


Articles. 


tors 

Hosiery 

Iron: 

Galvanized 

Hoop 

Sheets 

Kerosene 

Knitted  goods 

Lamp  ware 

Machine  r\  : 

Milling 

Moliv  |  OUrer,  B-  e.  I 

Mat  bines: 

ing 

Talking 

Other 

Ma.  hine  tools 

Medicines 

iiuf  aetursE 

'•les , 

Mo!or-(  ycle  ;  arts 

Mowers 

oils,  tobricatiog 


Value. 


f 20, 000 

I 

I 

3     is 

13,500 

I  ;  COO 

2 1 .  ■   0 
I 

11,000 


Irti  it  , 


td<    I  >rs 

Paper 

ulatots 

Perfumery 

Pianos... 

ids 

nd  tubes 

I 

I'uaratus, 

etc 

ResiO 

IMMIli M   i  llVCS.  . 

usings 

iM"  !i  mes 

Timber 



Tools  of  trade 

Ttirpent  ine 

Typewriters 



Wire 


Vain*. 


96,000 
11,000 

l«t,000 
145,000 

36,  COO 
23,000 
10,000 


AUSTRALIA — ADELAIDE. 


Trade  Competition  After  the  War. 

Since  June  30,  1917,  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  191G-17.  it  has  be- 
come much  more  difficult  to  obtain  goods  from  the  United  States, 
both  on  account  of  the  restrictions  made  by  that  country  on  exports 
and  of  the  scarcity  of  tonnage.  Although  no  recent  figures  are  at 
hand  for  South  Australian  imports  of  American  goods,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  there  has  been  a  great  reduction  in  quantity.  It  is 
likewise  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  goods  from  the  United  King- 
dom. 

With  the  imports  restricted  more  or  less  from  these  two  main 
sources  of  supply  and  with  neutral  and  belligerent  Europe  under 
heavy  trade  handicaps,  the  opportunity  for  Japan  to  build  up  strong 
commercial  connections  here  has  been  very  favorable.  At  the- same 
time  the  United  Kingdom  with  its  tariff  preferences  should  not 
find  it  difficult  to  retain  its  predominating  influence  in  most  lines. 
Consequently  the  strong  competition  of  American  manufactured 
goods  after  the  Avar  will  probably  be  with  lines  from  these  two  coun- 
tries, although  it  is  also  well  to  keep  in  mind  Germany  and  Canada, 
especially  in  case  of  the  latter,  if  the  British  Empire  adopts  Empire 
preference. 

Export  Trade  Also  Affected  by  Lack  of  Tonnage. 

The  export  trade  has  also  been  severely  affected  by  the  lack  of  ton- 
nage, as  the  exports  are  principally  minerals,  concentrates,  wool, 
wheat,  and  flour,  all  of  which  are  bulky  and  require  large  tonnage. 
Great  stocks  of  goods  await  shipment;  in  South  Australia  alone 
there  are  nearly  (J0,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  that  can  not  be  moved 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  ships,  besides  large  stocks  of  zinc  concen- 
trates, lead,  copper,  wool,  hides  and  skins,  tallow,  rabbit  skins,  wine, 
leather,  and  various  minor  articles.  Most  of  these  stocks  are  either 
owned  or  controlled  by  the  British  or  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment, but,  although  Australia  has  placed  very  few  restrictions  upon 
imports,  goods  are  exported  under  licenses  which  are  very  hard  to 
obtain  for  countries  other  thun  the  United  Kingdom,  if  the  latter 
is  in  position  to  import  them. 

The  following  table  of  the  exports  of  South  Australia  for  the 
years  1013,  1915-1G,  and  1910-17  (statistics  for  the  year  ending  Juno 
30,  1918,  have  not  yet  been  issued)  shows  the  big  decrease  in  the  ex- 
port of  pastoral  products,  due  largely  to  the  drought  of  1914  and 
1915,  which  depleted  the  flocks  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  yet 
no  surplus  meat  for  export : 


Articles. 

1913 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Animals,  live 

Bullion,  silver 

Butter 

number . . 

ounces. . 

52, 150 

4,673,731 
783,014 

2,745,883 

7,541,682 
91,545 

177,  US 

44a,  596 

1,447 

13,  344,938 
49,  668 
21, 864 

151,241 
2,835,338 

128, 912 

193,  186 

3,023,987 
5, 581 

171,450 
403,178 

483 

5.  455,  225 
28, 095 
30, 2S0 

8',,  132 
?,99  i,94  1 
2  1  1  624 

Concentrates: 

Silver  and  lead 

hun  Iredweight . . 

do.... 

do.... 

61.713 

3,042,117 

30  200 

Fruits,  dried: 

Currants 

Other 

Grain  and  by-products: 

Wheat 

pound  s . . 

do.... 

do.... 

1,655,114 

1,365,  7s  i 
450, 635 

11,  885. 430 

tons. . 

53,333 

4,071 
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Ari  ii 

1913 

1915-18 

1916-17 

Hair     

i.".,  251 
'.'2.  117 

9,186,063 
1,129,784 

654.  '-1 
L,  61%  068 

31.061 

254,546 

l'.i.  ii'i 

ij :.:;::; 

Lead,  1'i:-'  and  matte 

roaen: 



hundredweight . . 

value. . 

pounds, . 

d 

■• 

pounds. . 

do,.,. 

319, 189 

•SJ04.7S7 
180,005 

J77..-.V. 

-ml  hides: 

1,981,944 

243,644 
627,988 

4,808. 

l'.-.,  876.  386 

3,005,217 

1,876,  170 
174,301 

number. . 

do.... 

146,558 
84,119 
10,886 

45,502,598 

Wool: 

doT.., 

335,000 

87,867,336 
2,804,830 

Destination  of  Shipments. 

A  change  lias  taken  place  in  the  destination  of  exports  from  South 
Australia  since  the  war,  for  many  countries  which  in  pro-war  times 
purchased  large  quantities  were  not  supplied  from  this  market  and 
new  customers  were  found.  The  following  table  gives  the  value  of 
exports  to  the  principal  customers  of  South  Australia  in  1013,  1915- 
16,  and  191G-1T: 


Countries. 


1913 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Ceylon 

India 

New  Zealand 

I'nion  of  South  Africa 

Other  British  possessions. 

Austria 

Belgium 

East  Indies 

Kianee 

Germany ,... 

Italy....' 

Japan 

Netherlands 

I'eru 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

[raited  States 

All  other  countries 


$16, 125, 059 

lis 

1,423,875 

1,146,056 

82,210 

2, 833, 520 

125,507 

725, C54 

13,884,581 

700, 278 

5,012,802 

3, 348, 824 

179,399 


618,816,630 

120,446 

1.002,314 

720, 242 

300,609 

1,536,281 

10, 196 


$24,174,314 

421,750 

6,249 

a.  381, 587 

191,438 

8,097,835 

79, 105 


13,913 

1,707,489 


15 
2,625,141 


1,136,211 
289,503 

192, 743 
25 

64, 193 
467,  789 


541,116 
1,309,814 


4,641,093 
2, 190, 5S7 


71,090 

786,558 

1,464,145 

892, 871 

1,464,145 

5,101,478 


304, 546 
695,' 253 


1,587,253 
134,417 


Total. 


47,  739, 212 


29,861,257 


41,530,2S3 


Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

t . 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  as  given  in  the  above 
table  is  much  less  than  that  of  the  declared  export-  invoiced  at  this 
Consulate,  as  many  goods  are  invoiced  here  that  are  shipped  to  Mel- 
bourne or  Sydney  to  he  reshipped  to  the  United  States,  and  are  con- 
sequent ly  entered  in  the  Australian  statistics  as  exports  from  those 
ports.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war  South  Australian  products  valued 
at  about  $150,000  were  invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  shipment  to  the 
United  State-  annually,  hut  since  then  much  larger  shipments  have 
been  made,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  table  of  declared  exports 
to  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  years  of  1915.  191G.  and  1917: 
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Articles. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Articles. 

1915             1916 

1917 

$3,665 
2,921 
3,400 

$1,539 
1,840 

24, 046 

$4,976 

Zinc: 

Dust 

$2,847,142  $2, 712, 073 
88,440  1 

Hides,  trimmings... 

$1,012,081 

35, 019 

Permanganate       of 
potash 

Wool .• 

2,490,920         196,184 

Wheat 

593,205 

14,292 

12,616 

26, 876 

All  other  articles 

Total 

9,697           14,940 

13,542 

Sausage  casings 

12,372 
10,346 



5,514,744  !  2,963,241 

1,685,699 

The  export  trade  with  the  United  States  is  usually  confined  to  zinc 
concentrates  and  wool.    Wheat  is  not  a  normal  export  to  that  country. 

Balance  of  Trade — Interstate  Shipping. 

Statistics  of  the  trade  with  foreign  countries  show  that  the  value 
of  the  exports  exceeded  that  of  the  imports  by  $11,978,520  in  1913, 
by  $4,788,076  in  1915-16,  and  by  $11,752,030  inl91G-17.  This  favor- 
able balance  of  trade  for  a  population  of  less  than  500,000  people 
would  indicate  a  heavy  concentration  of  wealth,  but  while  business 
on  the  whole  was  firm  and  conservative,  the  apparent  favorable 
balance  of  trade  was  affected  bv  the  circumstance  that,  as  much 
foreign  money  is  invested  in  the  Government  securities,  in  the  mines, 
and  in  the  manufacturing  and  the  commercial  houses,  a  large  sum 
is  required  each  year  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  dividends, 
of  which  payments  no  entries  are  made  in  the  statistics  of  trade. 

No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  trade  between  the  various  States 
in  the  Commonwealth  since  1909,  but  the  record  for  the  10  years  pre- 
ceding shows  the  interstate  commerce  to  be  far  greater  than  that  with 
foreign  countries,  in  many  years  almost  double. 

Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  Broken  Hill  district  of  New 
South  Wales,  which  is  supplied  almost  entirely  from  South  Aus- 
tralia and  whose  products  are  shipped  to  or  through  South  Australia, 
this  State  ships  salt,  wines,  fruit,  iron  ore,  brandy,  gypsum,  dried 
fruits,  and  many  other  local  products  to  the  other  States  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  receives  in  return  sugar,  timber,  coal,  iron  and  steel 
products,  tropica]  fruits,  cattle,  and  some  manufactured  and  imported 
goods.  The  lack  of  tonnage  has  made  it  very  difficult  for  this  State 
to  obtain  supplies  of  coal  from  New  South  Wales  and  timber  from 
Tasmania  and  West  Australia,  as  well  as  to  send  salt  in  large  quanti- 
ties to  the  other  States. 

South  Australia  Not  an  Industrial  State. 

Although  factory  products  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917,  were 
valued  at  approximately  $84,500,000,  South  Australia  is  not  an 
industrial  State,  for  the  sawmills,  smelting  industries,  flour  and 
oatmeal  milling,  and  the  refining  of  sugar  account  for  about  one- 
half  of  the  amount.  i 

Every  establishment  (workshop,  factory,  or  mill)  employing  four 
hands  or  more  in  manufacturing  and  repairing  articles,  whether 
making  for  the  trade  (wholesale  or  retail)  or  for  export,  and  every 
establishment,  even  if  employing  less  than  four  hands,  where  ma- 
chinery worked  by  power  is  used,  is  classed  as  a  factory  and  is  called 
upon  to  furnish  an  annual  return  for  statistical  purposes. 

It  is  evident  from  this  definition  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
ordinary  repair  work  is  credited  in  the  factory  returns.     What  is 
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t In-  true  value  of  the  factory  products  of  the  State  after  eliminating 
this  repair  work  would  be  hard  to  estimate,  but  the  statistics  show 
that  in  1916  17  there  was  a  total  of  26,010  employees,  that  the 
salaries  and  wag"-  amounted  to  $15,000,000,  and  that  the  added 
Value  of  goods  through  the  process  of  manufacture,  known  as  the 
value  of  production,  was  about  $29,500,000. 
In  comparing  the  output  of  factories  in  L916— It  wiih  former  years 

the   following  table  gives  the   more   important   features  of  the  entire 

industrial  production  in  this  State,  except  the  value  of  materials 
and  of  gross  production : 


Years. 


Emptoyete. 


Horsepower 
used. 


Salaries  and  :      Value  of 
wage?.        |  production. 


l'.Ml.... 

mi.... 

1918. ... 
1914.... 

1915.... 
1910-17. 


27,885 

2S,5ll 
26,874 
28,  [06 
36.010 


30,080 
33,048 
J?,68fl 
39,543 
12,164 
-1-VJ72 


$12,S7).0O0 
14,on 

ll.7o7.roo 
ll.:«s,000 
13,301,500 
15,057,500 


96,000 

25,  I  '.10. 1 100 

27.  166,600 
25, 7  IS,  500 
25, 065, 000 
29, 493, 500 


The  number  of  plants  has  varied  very  little  since  1911,  being  about 
1,300  each  year,  although  in  tlie  meantime  their  value  has  augmented 
over  *").()< )(>.()<)().  The  bifl  increase  in  the  average  yearly  wage  in 
191G-17,  when  it  rose  to  about  $600  per  employee,  is  worthy  of  note, 
especially  since  women  and  minors  are  included  in  the  average. 

Increase  in  Value — Decrease  in  Output. 

Although  in  the  year  1916-1?  a  large  increase  was  recorded  in  the 
value  of  the  factory  products  over  former  years,  yet  a  study  of  the 
quantities  in  comparison  with  101.3.  an  average  pre-war  year,  does 
not  show  a  similar  increase.  There  has  been  an  actual  decrease  in 
the  number  of  work-  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  general 
opinion  is  that  the  efficiency  of  labor  has  declined,  as  the  places  of 
skilled  workers  have  been  filled  by  less  efficient  men.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  a  larger  amount  of  horsepower  used  in  the  factories, 
which  helps  offset  the  loss  in  numbers  and  efficiency  in  labor. 

Almost  the  entire  increase  in  the  value  of  products  in  1910-17 
over  1913  is  covered  by  that  in  metal  works  and  machinery  and  in 
food  and  drink.  Of  a  total  production  of  the  former,  valued  at 
$36,680,600,  no  less  than  $2S.iUl,000  is  credited  to  cyanide  and  smelt- 
ing. The  higher  prices  of  lead  and  copper,  the  two  main  products 
of  this  process,  account  for  the  high  value,  without  any  undue  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  produced. 

Industrial  production  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  (he  treatment 
of  the  raw  products  of  the  country  or  to  supplying  tin1  personal 
wants  of  the  people.  So  far.  few  efforts  have  been  made  to  produce 
articles  thai  require  numbers  of  trained  workers  and  complex  or- 
ganizations, principally  because  of  the  fact  that  manufacturers  do 
no|  consider  ihe  tariffs  on  foreign  good-  sufficiently  high  to  make 
production   Worth   while  under  normal   conditions. 

Mining  Indvstry. 

Copper  is  by  far  Ihe  leading  mineral  product  of  South  Australia, 
1-ut  there  has  been  no  increase  of  material  extent  in  the  production, 
although  there  has  been  an  increase  of  so  per  cent  in  value.  The 
copper  mines  at  Walleroo  and   Moonta  have  a  large  deposit  of  ore 
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carrying  from  2  to  4  per  cent  copper,  and  at  present  prices  (the 
British  war  contract  has  been  about  $8.25  per  ton)  mine  owners 
arc  reaping  immense  profits.  If  there  should  be  a  return,  however, 
to  the  pre-war  price,  the  mines  in  South  Australia  would  prove  un- 
profitable, unless  at  the  same  time  working  costs  could  be  consider- 
ably reduced. 

Besides  copper,  the  only  minerals  that  are  produced  in  large 
quantities  are  salt  and  iron  ore.  This  State  has  for  years  supplied 
a  large  proportion  of  the  salt  used  in  the  other  Australian  States, 
but  the  production  of  iron  ore  in  large  quantities  is  a  recent  de- 
velopment, having  begun  with  the  opening  of  the  large  iron  and 
steel  mills  at  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales,  which  obtain  their  ore 
from  Iron  Knob.  South  Australia. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  leading  mineral  prod- 
ucts of  South  Australia  for  the  calendar  years  1912  to  1917: 


Year. 

Copper. 

Salt. 

Iron  ore. 

All  minerals. 

101''               

$2,243,000 
2,374,500 
2,032,000 
2,731,500 
4,003,000 
4,392,000 

3195, 500 
237, 000 
237,001) 

38&,50O 

404,00.) 
450,000 

$128, 500 
1X1,500 
180,300 

1,287,500 
975,000 

1,750,569 

£2,  S99, 000 

1913 

3,127,500 

1914          

2,921,500 

1915          

4,  S75, 500 

1916              

5,902,500 
7,108,500 

1917 

Quantities  Mined  Show  Little  Increase. 

The  production  of  all  minerals  except  copper,  salt,  and  iron  ores  in 
1917  was  valued  at  only  $510,000.  The  most  important  of  these,  in 
order  of  their  value,  were  gold,  limestone,  gypsum,  silver-lead  ore, 
pyrites,  and  phosphate  rocks. 

There  have  been  very  slight  changes  in  quantities  during  the  period 
under  review,  except  in  the  item  of  iron  ore.  which  increased  from 
42,000  tons  in  1912  to  328,000  tons  in  1017,  as  a  result  of  the  opening 
of  the  big  foundries  at  Newcastle  in  1915.  The  production  of  copper 
has  been  about  7,000  tons:  that  of  salt  Avas  85,000  tons  per  annum, 
e*xcept  in  1917,  when,  on  account  of  a  very  wet  season,  it  fell  to 
47,000  tons.  In  addition  to  the  iron  deposits  at  Iron  Knob,  there  are 
others  in  this  State  that  can  be  developed. 

The  Department  of  Mines  has  been  investigating  the  coal  deposits 
at  Leigh  Creek  also,  in  the  hope  of  finding  coal  suitable  for  commer- 
cial uses,  but  so  far  has  not  met  with  success.  A  method  is  now  being 
sought  whereby  this  low-grade  coal  can  be  utilized,  as  all  coal  used 
here  is  shipped  from  Newcastle  and  the  lack  of  ships  is  making  it 
difficult  to  procure  ample  supplies. 

Although  mining  in  South  Australia  proper  is  not  of  much  impor- 
tance, except  in  the  copper  fields  at  YValleroo,  the  output,  combined 
with  that  of  Broken  Hill,  which  is  in  every  way  except  political  a 
part  of  the  consular  district,  makes  mining  one  of  the  leading  indus- 
tries. The  total  production  is  rained  at  $80,000,006  or  more  per 
annum,  and  employment  is  furnisheu  at  high  wages  to  10.000  or 
15,000  people  out  of  a  population  of  less  than  500,000. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  railway  from  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoolie, 
West  Australia,  it  has  become  feasible  to  work  the  deposits  of  man- 
ganese dioxide  which  wer-d  known  to  exist  in  the  western  part  of  this 
State.  It  is  claimed  that  these  deposits  are  very  rich  and  that  their 
products  will  bring  a  high  price  when  markets  are  available.     The 
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Government  geologist  has  been  exploring  some  deposits  of  graphite 
near  Porl  Lincoln  also,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  prove  of  suf- 
ficient  richness  to  justify  their  being  worked,  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
supplying  the  needs  of  Australia. 

Port  Pirie  in  South  Australia  is  the  port  of  discharge  of  all  sup- 
plies for  the  Broken  Hill  mines  and  the  port  of  shipment  of  all  their 
products.  A  Large  plant  has  been  erected  at  Port  Pirie  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Broken  Hill  silver-lead  concentrates:  this  modern  plant 
furnishes  employment  to  about  1,500  men.  and  has  continued  to  oper- 
ate regardless  of  the  fact  that  thousands  of  tons  of  lead  have  accumu- 
lated from  lack  of  tonnage. 

Export  of  Concentrates  from  the  Broken  Hill  Mines. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  output  of  the  Broken  Tlill  mines  is  ex- 
ported in  the  form  of  concentrates,  to  be  smelted  in  the  importing 
counties.  When  the  loss  of  the  Belgian  and  German  markets  cut  off 
the  usual  outlets,  arrangements  were  entered  into  with  the  British 
Government  as  to  the  future  control  of  these  concentrates.  At  the 
same  time  work  was  started  on  a  plant  at  Risdon,  Tasmania,  for  the 
treatment  of  concentrates;  the  first  unit  is  completed,  and  if  the 
scheme  to  erect  a  plant  to  produce  100  tons  of  electrolytic  zinc  per 
day  is  carried  out,  a  large  part  of  these  concentrates  will  be  smelted 
in  Australia.  In  1915,  Japan  and  the  United  States  purchased  im- 
mense quantities  of  this  product,  but  since  then  shipments  have  de- 
creased, with  the  result  that  immense  stocks  have  accumulated. 

The  value  of  the  mineral  production  of  this  district  in  the  year 
1917  was  $25,054,000,  while  in  1916  it  was  $24,936,500.  The  total 
value  of  the  output  of  the  mines  to  the  end  of  1017  was  about  $475,- 
000,000,  of  which  more  than  $105,000,000  was  paid  in  dividends  to 
companies  with  about  $23,000,000  capital;  the  total  value  of  ma- 
chinery, etc.,  is  less  than  $10,000,000.  It  is  known  that  this  field  can 
maintain  its  present  activity  for  10  years  at  least,  provided  the  price 
of  its  products  does  not  fall  too  low  and  labor  does  not  decrease  in 
efficiency. 

Forestry  and  Fisheries. 

Forestry  and  fisheries  are  of  little  importance  in  this  State.  The 
small  output  of  lumber  is  evidence  of  the  lack  of  forests,  in  which 
respect  South  Australia  has  suffered  from  its  earliest  days.  In 
order  to  see  if  this  deficiency  could  not  be  relieved  to  some  extent. 
the  Woods  and  Forest  Department  began  as  early  as  187G  to  plant 
forest  areas  and  to  furnish  trees  to  private  landowners  for  planting. 
Even  this  limited  work  is  proving  of  great  value,  as  the  forests 
planted  in  past  years  are  now  supplying  timber  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  sheds  for  the  large  quantity  of  accumulated  wheat. 

Statistics  show  that  the  fishing  industry  employs  but  few  men 
and  represents  a  very  small  outlay  of  capital.  Fish  are  disposed  of 
locally,  the  only  feature  worthy  of  notice  being  the  high  average 
price  of  about  S  cents  per  pound  paid  for  lish  landed.  Consumption 
is  far  greater  than  the  local  supply,  and  large  quantities  are 
imported. 

Crop  Production  in  South  Australia. 

South  Australia,  with  an  area  of  more  than  240,000.000  acres,  has 
at  present  only  slightly  over  5,000,000  acres  under  cultivation.    Al- 
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though  large  areas  will  never  be  suitable  for  crops  on  account  of 
the  limited  rainfall,  yet  the  productive  land  is  by  no  means  ex- 
hausted, as  there  are  large  areas  on  the  River  Murray  which,  if 
irrigated,  would  produce  abundant  crops  of  every  description. 

The  crops  of  1!>13-14  were  below  normal,  and  those  of  1914-15 
were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  entire  failures  on  account  of  a  very 
severe  drought  which  extended  throughout  the  State. 

Below  are  given  the  figures  of  production  for  the  years  1919-13, 
1915-10,  and  1916-17: 


Crops. 


Wheat bush. 

Barley bush. 

Oats bush. 

Hay. . , tops. 

Teas  and  beans, 

bushels 

Potatoes... tons. 

Grapes tons. 

Raisins..,.. cwt. 


21,496, 

1,318, 
1,673, 

714, 

127, 
33, 

-12, 
35, 


34,134,501 
1,697,670 
2,134,374 
1,100,127 

58, 470 
12,991 
46,427 
59,929 


1916-17 


45,745,064 

1,731,420 

1,839,541 

615,059 

101,267 

20,313 
30, 074 
35,642 


Crops. 

Currants  ...cwt. 

Apples bush . 

Apricots...  bush. 
Peaches...  bush. 

Pears bush. 

Plums bush. 

Oranges... bush. 
Lemons.  ..bush. 


1912-13 


52,208 
44S.40S 
116,366 
72,509 
91,533 
83,053 
137,031 
31,515 


66, 518 
832,872 
159,077 

79,395 
IIS,  268 
114,014 
114,081 

19, 783 


50,147 
169,061 
154,879 
153,399 
121,438 
105,091 
101,186 

24,669 


Figures  for  1917-18  are  not  available  as  yet,  but  the  following  esti- 
mates of  the  production  for  1917-18  were  obtained  from  reliable 
sources:  Wheat,  28,000,000  bushels;  barley,  1,600,000  bushels;  oats, 
1,300,000  bushels;  maize,  beans,  and  peas,  about  the  same  as  in 
1916-17;  hay,  370,000  tons;  fruits  and  nuts,  hardly  an  average  crop 
on  the  whole;  apples,  fair;  apricots,  good;  other  fruits,  below  aver- 
age ;  root  crops,  about  the  same  as  in  1916-17 ;  grapes,  very  good — in 
fact,  the  best  on  record,  about  5,300,000  gallons  of  wine  being  made 
and  currants  and  raisins  being  dried  in  unusual  quantities. 

Wheat  Crop  of  Great  Importance. 

The  fact  that,  with  a  diminishing  number  of  people  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  acreage  under 
cultivation  and  in  the  value  of  production  is  due  to  the  immense 
wheat  harvest.  Wheat  is  the  big  money-making  crop,  as  labor-saving 
machinery  can  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  soil,  in  the  planting, 
and  in  the  harvesting.  The  last  process  can  be  done  by  strippers  which 
cut,  thrash,  and  bag  the  grain  in  one  operation.  The  farmer  can 
allow  the  wheat  to  remain  on  the  stalk  until  dry,  and  then  he  has 
several  months  in  which  he  can  deliver  it  to  the  markets  without  any 
risk  of  its  being  damaged  by  rain. 

Wheat  will  continue  to  be  an  important  crop  unless  the  lack  of 
tonnage  becomes  such  that  the  Government  will  not  purchase  further 
crops  and  other  markets  can  not  be  found.  There  are  now  immense 
quantities  stored  here  for  which  the  Government  guaranteed  a  mini- 
mum price  of  $0,975  per  bushel  to  the  grower.  Unless  this  wheat  is 
exported  and  the  Government  receives  its  money,  this  arrangement 
must  fail.  The  Government  has  not  promised  to  purchase  future 
crops  and  probably  will  not  unless  it  can  dispose  of  some  of  its 
present  holdings. 

Besides  the  main  crops  in  South  Australia  there  is  a  smaller  pro- 
duction of  other  cereals,  root  crops,  nuts,  fruits,  berries,  olives,  vege- 
tables, hone}",  etc.  Olives  are  very  easily  grown  but  the  amount  gath- 
ered depends  entirely  upon  the  price. 
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live  Stock— High  Price  of  Wool. 

The  drought  that  affected  agriculture  so  adversely  in  1914  also 
made  heavy  inroads  upon  the  live  stock.  It  is  estimated  that  during 
1917-18  there  has  been  little  if  any  increase  in  the  number  of  horses, 
cattle,  or  pigs;  in  fact,  it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  the  latter  will 
nol  equal  the  record  of  1910-17  in  spite  of  a  favorable  season  and 
abundant  food.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  sheep  is  estimated 
to  be  about  10  per  cent  more  than  in  1910-17.  Goats,  mules,  camels, 
donkeys,  and  ostriches  are  given  in  the  return  for  live  stock,  but  in 
numbers  too  small  for  separate  attention. 

The  heavy  decrease  that  occurred  in  the  numbers  of  sheep  in 
1914-15  was  accompanied  by  a  reduction  in  the  wool  yield,  as  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Year. 


1911   12. 
1912-13. 

1913  H. 

1914  15. 

1915-16. 
1916-17. 


"Wool  clip. 


Povndz. 

51,360,794 

46,211,475 

44,431,229 

30,186,769 

27,545,326 

31,125,530 


Wool,  frll- 
mongerecl. 


Pounds 
252,333 
68,000 
388,346 
424,334 
ail,  iis:i 
506, 132 


Wool  on  ex- 
ported skin.-:. 


round*. 
8,443,346 
10,411,561 
10,194,473 
8,237,875 
6,092,069 
3,419,203 


Value. 


$9,29:1,000 
10,208,500 
9,652,000 
6, 596,00  I 
7,  118,000 
10,270,000 


That  the  value  of  the  1910-17  clip  was  much  greater  than  that  of 
much  larger  clips  in  former  years  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  wool  on  exported  skins  had  increased  to  about  $0.29  per 
pound.  It  is  estimated  that  the  production  in  1917-18  is  12  per  cent 
greater,  and,  as  the  clip  has  been  sold  to  the  British  Government  on 
the  basis  of  an  average  of  $0.31  per  pound,  it  is  likely  that  the  value 
Avill  be  about  $12,000,000,  a  record  amount  for  Australia.  These 
large  profits,  together  with  the  decreasing  supply  of  farm  labor,  arc 
attracting  the  landowner  from  agriculture  to  sheep  raising. 

In  former  years  large  numbers  of  sheep  and  lambs  were  slaugh- 
tered for  export,  but  the  heavy  losses  in  the  flocks  during  the  drought 
and  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  have  caused  entire  cessation  of  that 
indusi  ry. 

Lack  of  Tonnage  a  Serious  Handicap. 

Shipping  has  been  a  most  serious  problem  in  South  Australia. 
The  weather  has  been  very  favorable  to  agriculture  for  the  past 
three  years,  but  as  ships  to  move  the  products  have  ever  become 
scarcer,  thousands  of  tons  of  the  products  of  the  lands  and  mines 
have  accumulated  in  spite  of  the  markets  which  are  clamoring  for 
these  goods.  Of  the  wheat  crop  of  34,000,000  bushels  harvested  in 
1915  no  less  than  5,000,000  bushels  are  yet  awaiting  exportation;  a 
large  amount  of  the  record  crop  of  1910-17  is  stored  here,  and  a  new 
harvest  will  be  ripe  in  a  few  months. 

Shipping  data  for  the  twelvemonth  ending  June  30,  191S,  are  not 
available  as  yet,  but  it  is  certain  thai  a  low  record  was  established. 
even  in  comparison  with  1910-17,  when  the  amount  of  tonnage  en- 
tering and  clearing  South  Australian  ports  was  only  slightly  over 
50  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  of  the  record  year  of  1913. 
Shipping  Statistics. 

The  following  figures  of  the  shipping  of  South  Australian  ports 
for  a  number  of  years  indicate  how  severely  this  country  has  suffered 
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from  the  lack  of  tonnage  to  carry  products  to  the  markets  of  the 
world  while  prices  have  been  at  such  a  high  level : 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of 

vessels 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 

vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1910 

1,311 

1,306 

1.213 

1,304 

6.33 

933 

894 

798 

3,547,362 

3,625,202 
3, 662, 060 
4, 067, 175 
2, 106, 272 
2,878,843 
2,565,724 
2, 155, 948 

1,299 

1,305 

1,204 

1,303 

648 

939 

890 

802 

3,543,386 
3, 627, 174 
3,760,533 
4,061,458 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914  a       

2,880,689 
2, 880, 689 

1914-15 

1915-16 

2,561,443 

1916-17 

2, 153, 143 

«  Six  months 

About  70  per  cent  of  the  above  tonnage  is  composed  of  the  inter- 
state and  coastal  trade,  and  most  of  the  remainder  is  with  the  British 
possessions  and  the  United  Kingdom,  although  before  the  war  a 
considerable  amount  was  devoted  to  the  shipping  of  zinc  concen- 
trates to  continental  Europe. 

Railroads  Fail  to  Show  Profits. 

Although  the  Government  has  taken  oft'  trains  and  reduced  railway 
schedules  to  a  minimum,  the  working  expenses  have  shown  a  heavy 
increase,  the  revenue  has  not  equaled  the  pre-war  figure,  and  net 
revenue  has  fallen  to  a  point  where  it  fails  to  pay  the  interest  charges 
of  the  loan  money  used  in  construction.  Many  of  the  State  railways 
were  not  expected  to  make  profits  even  when  they  were  proposed,  as 
their  purpose  was  to  open  up  the  country  and  encourage  the  growth 
of  the  rural  population,  but  figures  show  little  success  even  in  that 
line. 

One  feature  of  the  State  railways  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
is  that  each  State  made  its  capital  the  center  of  the  railway  system, 
and  thus  the  advantage  of  short  hauls  from  producing  districts  to 
neighboring  ports  was  neglected.  Railways  were  built  from  the 
capital  city  in  every  direction,  and  as  a  result  practically  all  the 
traffic  is  to  and  from  that  city.  Naturally  a  greater  mileage  to  serw- 
the  same  area  is  required,  and  in  many  cases  the  goods  must  be  trans- 
ported much  farther  than  would  be  necessary  in  case  other  ports 
were  encouraged.  These  extra  charges  on  account  of  the  defective 
system  could  be  borne  under  ordinary  conditions,  but  with  higher 
cost  of  material  they  are  proving  a  serious  problem  to  the  State. 

Direct  Service  Between  Adelaide  and  United  States. 

There  has  never  been  an  important  water  service  between  this 
State  and  the  United  States,  for,  although  considerable  American 
products  are  sold  here,  it  is  usual,  except  in  the  case  of  oil  and  lumber, 
to  transship  goods  from  Melbourne  or  Sydney  or  else  from  England. 
Normal  exports  to  America  were  very  small  before  the  war,  but  the 
possible  increase  in  this  trade,  together  with  the  large  volume  of  im- 
ports from  that  country,  makes  it  worth  the  attention  of  shipowners  to 
look  into  the  possibilities  of  a  direct  cargo  service  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  to  Adelaide. 

Complete  statistics  for  the  working  of  the  railways  in  South  Aus- 
tralia are  not  yet  available  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918,  but  the 
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tonnage  <»f  goods  carried  should  not  vary  much  from  the  figures 
shown  for  the  year  L916-17. 

Besides  the  State  railways,  there  are  about  1,000  miles  of  lines 
owned  by  the  Commonwealth  Government,  namely,  those  from  Port 
Augusta  to  Oodnatta  (480  miles)  and  from  Port  Augusta  to  the  bor- 
der of  West  Australia  (540 miles).  Although  these  railways  serve  a 
large  country,  the  traffic  is  not  Large,  as  the  population  is  very  sparse. 

A  line  '■'>  I  miles  in  length  has  been  built  from  Iron  Knob  to  carry 
the  iron  ores  there  to  deep  water.  It  is  owned  by  the  Newcastle  Steel 
Works  and  is  used  almost  entirely  for  transporting  ore.  of  which 
more  than  300,000  tons  have  been  snipped  in  a  year. 

Activities  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  telephones  and  telegraphs  in  Australia  are  owned  and  con- 
ducted by  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment. The  figures  for  the  year  ending  dune  30,  1017,  show7  that 
there  were  L0,742  telephones  in  South  Australia,  and  thai  the  post 
offices  handled  1,628,207  telegrams  and  57,057  cablegrams  (this  record 
certainly  compares  favorably  with  that  of  a  similar  population  in  the 
United  States).  50.000,000  letters  and  postcards,  more  than  10,000,000 
newspapers,  ami  other  mail  matter  in  proportion. 

As  most  of  the  newspapers  in  the  cities  and  towns  arc  delivered  by 
carriers  or  else  purchased  at  the  stalls,  the  handling  of  more  than 
10,000,000  papers  by  the  post  offices  shows  a  large  reading  public, 
indicative  of  the  high  state  of  literacy  that  exists. 

Money  Lending  Curtailed. 

There  has  been  no  marked  financial  advancement  during  the  past 
few  years,  and  amounts  expended  to  establish  new  enterprises  and  to 
extend  existing  ones  have  been  of  small  volume.  For  some  time  it 
has  been  necessary  for  the  approval  of  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment to  be  secured  before  companies  can  be  floated  or  old  ones  en- 
larged, in  order  to  make  all  money  available  for  the  various  war  loans 
of  the  Commonwealth.  At  the  same  time  that  restrictions  were 
placed  upon  private  financing,  arrangements  were  made  that  the  vari- 
ous States  should  obtain  lean  money  through  the  Commonwealth 
Government,  though  they  retained  the  right  of  borrowing  in  small 
amounts.  Consequently  almost  the  entire  capacity  of  the  wealth  of 
this  community  is  devoted  to  war  loans. 

The  various  States  have  always  followed  the  policy  of  owning  and 
operating  the  public  utilities,  ami  the  construction  of  these  has  called 
for  the  expenditure  of  very  large  sums.  The  usual  procedure  is  to 
borrow  all  such  money  and  to  pay  the  interest  and  the  maintenance 
costs  from  the  general  revenue.  Of  course  all  income  from  these 
public  utilities  is,  in  turn,  credited  to  the  general  revenue. 

The  present  difficulty  in  borrowing  money  and  the  high  price  of  all 
materials  have  made  it  necessary  for  the  State  to  curtail  loan  expen- 
diture. This  economy  becomes  apparent  when  it  is  remembered  that 
although  onlv  a  few  years  ago  this  State  was  annually  spending  over 
$10,000,000  oi  borrowed  money  on  public  utilities,  etc.*,  only  *S,000,000 
Avas  available  during  1917-18  (of  which  it  was  necessary  to  expend 
over  half  on  homes,  land,  etc.,  for  repatriation),  and  that  for  the 
year  ending  July  30,  1919,  the  Commonwealth  Government  has  al- 
lotted this  State  so  far  only  si. 120,000.  From  the  foregoing  it  is 
apparent  that  work  on  public  improvements  must  be  curtailed. 
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Expenditure  of  loan  Money  During  1916-17. 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenditure  of  loan  money  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1917,  and  the  total  for  all  years  to  that  date: 


Works. 


Railways 

Water  supply  and  conser- 
vation   ,  — 

Sewerage.. 

Harbor  works 

Main  roads  and  bridges 

Land  for  closer  settlement. . 
Irrigat  on  and  reclamation. . 


1916-17 


$2, 010, 500 

1,013,000 
212, 000 

2, 252, 500 
267, 500 
574,000 
834,500 


Total  to 

June  30, 

1917, 


$97, 330, 500 

34, 625, 000 
5,567,500 

14, 407, 000 
8, 164, 500 

10, 650, 000 
3,512,000 


Works. 


Sehoolhouses 

Drainage 

Advances  to  settlers 

Advance  to  home  funds. 
Other  works 


Total. 


1916-17 


$150,000 
111,000 
87,500 


884, 000 


8, 996, 500 


Total  to 

June  30, 

1917. 


$3,  74S,  000 
3,367,000 
2,  237,  500 
6,083,000 

24,212,500 


213,904,500 


A  large  proportion  of  this  aggregate  expenditure  is  for  reproduc- 
tive works  or  for  advances.  The  repayment  of  such  advances  and 
the  use  of  surplus  revenue  had  brought  the  total  public  debt  down  to 
$191,566,500  on  July  30,  1917,  but  during  1917-18  nearly  $8,000,000 
was  added,  so  that  to-day  the  per  capita  debt  is  $450.  Likewise,  the 
initial  outlay  on  repatriation  of  returned  soldiers  made  in  1917 
amounted  to  less  than  $400,000,  while  during  the  past  year  nearly 
$4,500,000  was  expended  for  that  purpose.  This  item  will  continue 
to  add  to  the  public  debt  in  even  greater  amounts. 
Sources  of  Revenue. 

The  constantly  increasing  interest  burden  and  the  higher  prices  for 
all  other  services  have  made  it  necessary  to  extend  taxation  and  to 
raise  charges  for  public  services,  but  even  then  tlie  deficit  in  the  ordi- 
nary budget  has  amounted  to  nearly  $7,000,000  during  the  past  four 
years.  Below  are  given  the  sources  of  revenue  from  1915  to  1918; 
those  for  the  year  ending  June  30.  1918,  may  be  subject  to  slight 
corrections: 


Items. 


Revenue: 

Taxation 

Public  works 

Interest,  fines,  etc 

Land  sales,  etc 

Commonwealth  grant 

Total 

Expenditures 

Interest  on  debt 


$3,404,000 

13,088,000 

I  762,003 

1,309,000 

2,t':;i.mu 


21,  K  1,000 
23, 074, 000 
6,468,000 


19K-17 


$3,536,500 

14,091,000 

2,219,500 

1,2s;s,d00 

%  586,000 


23,721,500 
25,  257,  500 
7,  174,  500 


$4,943,500 

15, 870, 500 

2,134,50*1 

1, 915,900 

2, 579,  COO 


26,  842,  500 

"  26,S05,000 
«  8,  200,  00!) 


"Approximate  amount. 
Financial  Outlook  Encouraging. 

For  1917-18  it  is  estimated  that  fully  an  extra  million  dollars  will 
have  to  be  raised  by  taxation  and  additional  revenue  from  public 
works  if  sufficient  revenue  is  to  be  available  to  meet  expenditures; 
however,  as  the  wealth  of  the  State  is  estimated  to  be  about 
$750,000,000  and  the  annual  income  about  $100,000,000,  the  ability  of 
the  people  to  carry  the  heavy  burden  of  debt,  if  no  adverse  condi- 
tions arise,  is  not  to  be  questioned. 

That  there  is  no  lack  of  money  is  shown  by  the  bank  statistics. 
There  are.  eight  banks,  besides  the  South  Australian  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  doing  business  in  South  Australia. 
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The  Commonwealth  Bank,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Federal 
Government,  was  opened  about  five  years  ago  and  has  had  a  phe- 
nomenal growth;  to-day  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  concerns 
in  Australasia  and,  in  volume  of  business  and  amount  of  profits, 
equals  the  largesl  and  oldest  private  banks  in  this  country. 

In  the  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits  in  sav- 
ings banks.  South  Australia  claims  to  lead  the  world  on  a  population 
basis.  On  June  30,  1918,  the  deposits  in  the  Savings  Bank  of  South 
Australia  amounted  to  $49,958,000,  an  increase  of  $8,065,000  over 
1913.  In  addition,  the  Commonwealth  Bank  has  a  savings  depart- 
ment which  does  an  important  business.  Altogether,  it  is  estimated 
that  70  per  cent  of  the  population  has  savings  accounts  and  that 
the  deposits  average  about  $200  per  account. 

Public  Enterprises. 

As  the  State  constructs  and  operates  most  public  utilities,  private 
enterprise  has  less  scope  in  this  country  than  in  America,  especially 
since  manufacturing  and  mining  have  not  been  greatly  developed. 
Private  enterprise  has  refrained  from  construction  work  under  pres- 
ent conditions.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  found  the  State,  however, 
spending  unusual  sums  of  loan  mone}7  on  new  railroads,  harbors, 
river  improvements,  public  building,  and  many  other  projects.  On 
account  of  the  decrease  in  private  employment  due  to  the  severe 
drought  at  that  time,  it  was  felt  necessary  to  continue  such  works 
and  to  inaugurate  new  ones  in  order  to  absorb  some  of  the  surplus 
labor.  During  the  year  1917  it  became  apparent  that  these  works 
were  begun  at  a  very  unfavorable  time,  but  even  now7  the  Govern- 
ment can  not  leave  them  unfinished  without  suffering  heavy  losses 
from  the  large  depreciation  that  is  usual  in  works  abandoned  before 
they  are  finished. 

Of  importance  was  the  completion,  in  1917,  of  the  railroad  from 
Port  Augusta,  South  Australia,  to  Kalgoorlie,  West  Australia,  be- 
gun by  the  Commonwealth  Government  in  1912.  This  line  connects 
Brisbane,  Queensland,  with  Perth,  West  Australia,  through  Sydney, 
Melbourne,  and  Adelaide.  As  a  transcontinental  freight  carrier  it 
will  never  compete  with  water  carriage,  but  it  is  considered  of  great 
military  importance  to  the  Commonwealth  and  should  open  up  a 
large  area  in  South  and  West  Australia  for  settlement. 

The  State  has  been  carrying  on  an  important  work  on  the  Murray 
River;  the  plan  is  to  canalize  this  river  so  that  it  may  become  an 
important  carrier  of  goods,  and  at  the  same  time  irrigate  the  lands 
adjoining.  Work  is  in  progress  but  it  will  be  many  years  before  it 
can  be  completed.  Large  sums  of  money  are  also  necessary  for  the 
improvements  at  Victor  Harbor,  as  it  will  be  the  terminus  of  the 
commerce  of  the  river. 

The  harbor  at  Port  Adelaide  requires  the  continual  expenditure  of 
money,  and  plans  are  being  made  for  its  deepening  and  extension, 
although  the  work  is  not  likely  to  be  pushed  at  present.  After  the 
drought  of  1911  showed  the  water  supply  of  Adelaide  to  be  iusulli- 
cient.  work  was  begun  on  a  new  reservoir  at  Millbrook,  which  has 
recently  been  <  oinpleted  and  'which  will  hold  over  3,000,000,000 
gallons  of  A\:itei\  a  siipplv  held  to  be  ample  in  case  of  future  droughts. 
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